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 Memorandum  
 

  MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO: Water Resources Committee and Alternates, Board of Directors and Alternates 

FROM: Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director 

DATE: March 1, 2021 

RE: Water Resources Committee to Consider Recommendation to Board of Directors 
to Adopt Staff Recommendation for Positions on Legislation 

  

Recommendation 
Recommend to the Board of Directors to adopt the following positions on federal legislation: 

 Adopt a position of “Support” on H.R. 644 (Calvert), REBUILD Act 

 Adopt a position of “Support” on H.R. 737 (Valadao), RENEW WIIN Act 

 Adopt a position of “Support” on H.R. 866 (Calvert), FISH Act 

 Adopt a position of “Support” on S.B. 559 (Hurtado), Department of Water Resources: water 

conveyance systems: Canal Conveyance Capacity Restoration Fund. 

Summary 

H.R. 644 (Calvert) – REBUILD Act 

RECOMMENDATION: SUPPORT 
OBJECTIVE:  Improve Central Valley Project Water Supply for Member Agencies 

Improve Water Infrastructure Affecting Authority Member Agencies 

Summary 
This bill authorizes (1) the assignment to states of federal environmental review responsibilities under 

relevant federal environmental laws for projects funded by, carried out by, or subject to approval by 

federal agencies; and (2) states to assume all or part of those responsibilities. 

Each responsible federal official who is authorized to assign such responsibility must promulgate 

regulations that establish requirements relating to information required to be contained in state 

applications to assume those responsibilities. 

An official may approve an application only if (1) public notice requirements have been met, (2) the 

state has the capability to assume the responsibilities, and (3) the head of the state agency having 
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primary jurisdiction over the projects enters into a written agreement with an official to assume the 

responsibilities and to maintain the financial resources necessary to carry them out. 

The officials must audit state compliance with federal laws for which responsibilities are assumed. The 

officials may terminate the responsibilities assigned to states after providing notice to states of any 

noncompliance and an opportunity to take corrective action. 

Status 
H.R. 644 was introduced in the House of Representatives on February 1, 2021 and has been referred to 

the House Natural Resources Committee.  

Importance to the Authority 
This legislation would extend the National Environmental Policy Act delegation authority granted under 

the FAAST Act to other state agencies, leading to more streamlined environmental review processes for 

projects that require both CEQA and NEPA analysis. This streamlined review could expedite project 

delivery without negatively impacting public information and notice requirements and reduce the costs 

associated with environmental permitting of project development and delivery. 

Pros: 
 Joint CEQA/NEPA review by California state agencies could reduce project development costs 

and expedite project delivery with little to no impact on public information requirements and 

environmental impacts. 

Cons: 
 None identified at this time. 

Committee Options 

Option 1 

Recommend that the Board authorize the Executive Director and delegated staff to express support to 

H.R. 644 (Calvert), REBUILD Act 

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. May result in decreased environmental permitting costs and expedited project 

delivery timelines for projects that currently require joint CEQA/NEPA review by state and federal 

agencies by granting authority for a joint analysis by a single agency to be completed. 

Business Analysis: Reduce costs associated with project delivery for member agencies. 

Option 2 

Take no action.  

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. SLDMWA may be subject to additional costs associated with water supply, 

storage or conveyance infrastructure. 

Business Analysis: SLDMWA and its member agencies could be subject to additional costs resulting from 

environmental permitting for project delivery. 



 

3 | P a g e  

 

H.R. 737 (Valadao) – RENEW WIIN Act 

RECOMMENDATION: SUPPORT 

OBJECTIVE:  Restore Central Valley Project Water Supply for Member Agencies 
Improve Water Infrastructure Affecting Authority Member Agencies 

Summary 
The bill would extend the authorities under the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act 

of 2016 providing operational flexibility, drought relief, and other benefits to the State of California. 

Status 
H.R. 737 was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives on February 2, 2021 and has been 

referred to the House Natural Resources Committee.). Additional key cosponsors include the 10 

Members of the California Republican Congressional delegation. 

Importance to the Authority 
The bill extends Subtitle J of the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act of 2016, 

legislation that provides key operational provisions for the Central Valley Project and funding for water 

storage and conveyance projects, water recycling, desalination, and environmental restoration projects, 

and authorized the contract conversions and prepayment completed by many Authority member 

agencies. Importantly, the authorities provided by the WIIN Act expire at the end of this calendar year. 

Pros: 
 The legislation would extend beneficial provisions of the WIIN Act, including the water storage 

account funding, water recycling funding, and operations provisions, for 10 years. If enacted, the 

legislation would provide opportunities to continue to fund Authority and member agency 

projects, including the restoration of the conveyance capacity of the Delta-Mendota Canal and 

an expansion of San Luis Reservoir. 

Cons: 
 None identified at this time. 

Committee Options 

Option 1 

Recommend that the Board authorize the Executive Director and delegated staff to express support to 

H.R. 737, Renew WIIN Act. 

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. Federal funding provided through WIIN Act authorities could reduce member 

fees for key Authority projects and additional water supplies provided by operational provisions could 

increase year-to-year water supply reliability.  

Business Analysis: Unknown.  

Option 2 

Take no action.  

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. SLDMWA may be subject to lower federal funding for projects, reduced 

allocations or lost water supply resulting from expired authorities.  



 

4 | P a g e  

 

Business Analysis: SLDMWA may be subject to reduced allocations or lost water supply resulting from 

expired authorities. 

H.R. 866 (Calvert) – To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to vest in the 
Secretary of the Interior functions under that Act with respect to species of fish 
that spawn in fresh or estuarine waters and migrate to ocean waters, and species 
of fish that spawn in ocean waters and migrate to fresh waters. 

RECOMMENDATION: SUPPORT 

OBJECTIVE: Restore Central Valley Project Water Supply for Member Agencies 

Summary 
This bill gives the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) the sole authority to protect endangered or threatened 

species that are anadromous species (species of fish that spawn in fresh or estuarine waters and that 

migrate to ocean waters) or catadromous species (species of fish that spawn in ocean waters and 

migrate to fresh waters). Currently, the FWS shares this authority with the National Marine Fisheries 

Service. 

Status 
H.R. 866 was introduced in the House of Representatives on February 5, 2021, and has been referred to 

the House Natural Resources Committee. Additional key cosponsors include: Tom McClintock (CA-04), 

Jim Costa (CA-16), David Valadao (CA-21), Devin Nunes (CA-22), and Mike Simpson (ID-02). 

Importance to the Authority 
This bill would shift Endangered Species Act management for anadromous and catadromous species 

from NOAA Fisheries to the Fish and Wildlife Service, making a single resource agency responsible for 

the management of Endangered Species Act compliance for all species impacting water supply reliability 

through implementation of the Biological Opinions for the Long-Term Operations of the Central Valley 

Project and State Water Project. 

Pros: 
 The bill would increase efficiencies of species management efforts and likely reduce conflicting 

management requirements that arise when multiple agencies have responsible charge over 

species management efforts, like those experienced in 2016 when FWS was urging releases from 

Shasta Dam for salinity control 

Cons: 
 None identified at this time. 

Committee Options 

Option 1 

Recommend that the Board authorize the Executive Director and delegated staff to express support to 

H.R. 866, To amend the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to vest in the Secretary of the Interior functions 

under that Act with respect to species of fish that spawn in fresh or estuarine waters and migrate to 

ocean waters, and species of fish that spawn in ocean waters and migrate to fresh waters. 

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. Potentially reduce costs associated with Endangered Species Act program.  
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Business Analysis: Reduce costs associated with recovery of listed species. 

Option 2 

Take no action.  

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. SLDMWA may be subject to additional costs/water supply impacts due to 

conflicting species management efforts.  

Business Analysis: SLDMWA and its member agencies could be subject to additional costs resulting from 

regulatory requirements. 

S.B. 559 (Hurtado) – Department of Water Resources: water conveyance systems: 
Canal Conveyance Capacity Restoration Fund. 

RECOMMENDATION: SUPPORT 

OBJECTIVE: Improve Water Infrastructure Affecting Authority Member Agencies 

Summary 
This bill would establish the Canal Conveyance Capacity Restoration Fund in the State Treasury to be 

administered by the department. The bill would require all moneys deposited in the fund to be 

expended, upon appropriation by the Legislature, in support of subsidence repair costs, including 

environmental planning, permitting, design, and construction and necessary road and bridge upgrades 

required to accommodate capacity improvements. The bill would require the department to expend 

from the fund, upon appropriation by the Legislature, specified monetary amounts to restore the 

capacity of 4 specified water conveyance systems, as prescribed, with 2 of those 4 expenditures being in 

the form of a grant to the Friant Water Authority and to the San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water 

Authority. The bill would make these provisions inoperative on July 1, 2030, and would repeal the 

provisions as of January 1, 2031. 

Status 
S.B. 559 was introduced in the California Senate on February 18, 2021. Additional key coauthors include: 

Andreas Borgeas, Anna Caballero, Adam Gray, Rudy Salas, and Jim Patterson. 

Importance to the Authority 
This bill would establish the Canal Conveyance Capacity Restoration Fund in the State Treasury. Funds 

deposited into the Fund would be used to support subsidence repair costs of up to one-third of the total 

cost of subsidence repair costs to the Delta-Mendota (DMC), San Luis, and Friant-Kern Canals, and the 

California Aqueduct. This would provide up to a $187 million grant to the Water Authority for 

subsidence mitigation along the DMC and up to $194 million for repairs along the San Luis Canal. 

Pros: 
 The bill would provide up to a one-third cost share of state grant funds for capacity restoration 

of key conveyance for Authority member agencies. 

Cons: 
 None identified at this time. 
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Committee Options 

Option 1 

Recommend that the Board authorize the Executive Director and delegated staff to express support to 

S.B. 559, Department of Water Resources: water conveyance systems: Canal Conveyance Capacity 

Restoration Fund. 

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. Reduce costs associated with infrastructure finance.  

Business Analysis: Reduce costs associated with infrastructure finance. 

Option 2 

Take no action.  

Fiscal Impact: Unknown. SLDMWA may be subject to additional costs associated with infrastructure 

development/repair.  

Business Analysis: SLDMWA and its member agencies could be subject to additional costs resulting from 

infrastructure construction/repair. 

Guidelines for Taking Positions on Legislation 
A number of controversial bills are introduced each year in the Congress and in the California 

Legislature. It is important to understand how the Authority takes positions on legislation. 

Policy 
By Agenda Item 9, dated December 12, 2019, the Board adopted the Fiscal Year 2021 Objectives. 

Water Authority's Positions on Legislation 
The Water Authority takes positions on legislation that, if enacted, would impact Water Authority 

members, consistent with Water Authority Board adopted Goals and Objectives. The Water Authority 

may take the following positions on legislation: Oppose, Support, Oppose Unless Amended, Support if 

Amended, Not Favor, Favor, Not Favor Unless Amended, Favor if Amended, and Watch (neutral). The 

Water Authority’s staff testifies and advocates with legislators and staff through meetings and member 

agency contacts on all positions except Watch, Favor and Not Favor. For Favor and Not Favor positions, 

written communication of the Water Authority’s position is provided to the legislator. Nothing in this 

section should be read to preclude the Executive Director or his or her delegee from taking an informal 

support or informal oppose position on behalf of the Water Authority that is consistent with adopted 

legislative or policy objectives, or to preclude the Executive Director from communicating a position on 

emergency legislation after obtaining the concurrence of the Chair, or the Chair’s designee, provided 

that the Executive Director informs the Board regarding such positions on emergency legislation no later 

than the next regularly scheduled Board meeting. 

Amendment Development Process 
If the Water Authority takes an Oppose Unless Amended or Support if Amended position, the Water 

Authority will typically discuss the concepts for the amendments at the meeting. Then Water Authority 
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staff, in consultation with Committee and/or Board Members as needed, will develop the amendments 

after the meeting. 

Information Sharing 
To provide adequate information to the entire Water Authority membership, the Water Authority 

provides legislative updates, posts positions and other information on our website, and sends out 

advisories and alerts on key legislation.  

The Water Authority’s legislative department is available to provide specific information on bills on 

request and Board Members are encouraged to communicate Water Authority positions on priority 

legislation in meetings with legislative staff, consistent with Water Authority policy. The Water 

Authority’s Water Policy Director appreciates being informed by Water Authority members of positions 

taken by Water Authority members on legislation. 

 






































